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Self-Supporting Care Model for Older Adults

Yen-Chun Lin' ¢ Lian-Hua Huang™

ABSTRACT: Self-supporting care is an emerging concept in the geriatric care system of Taiwan. The traditional
care model tends to prioritize aspects such as “safety” and “convenient and effective”. For older adult
patients, this situation has led to excessive restrictions, enforced bedrest, and the use of adult diapers,
which seriously deteriorate quality of life. The present article introduces the development and current
status of self-supporting care and international empirical research results from the perspective of
holistic care for older adults as well as describes the intervention strategies that are currently used in
Taiwan. We look forward to the caregivers of older adults being able to apply self-supporting care in

their care settings, which is expected to enhance quality of life and dignity for older adults.
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