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ABSTRACT: Most women experience the worse sleep quality of their life during pregnancy and the early
postpartum period. Although pregnancy typically accounts for a relatively short part of a woman’s
life, the related sleep disturbances may have a significant and negative impact on her long-term health.
Approximately 78-80% of pregnant women experience sleep disturbances, including interruptions
in deep sleep, decreased total sleep time, poor subjective sleep quality, frequent night waking, and
reduced sleep efficacy. Sleep disturbances during pregnancy start during the first trimester and
become prevalent during the third trimester. Related factors include physiological and psychosocial
changes and an unhealthy lifestyle. As non-pharmacological interventions have the potential to
improve sleep quality in 70% to 80% of patients with insomnia, this is the main approached that is
currently used to treat pregnancy-related sleep disturbances. Examples of these non-pharmacological
interventions include music therapy, aerobic exercise, massage, progressive muscle relaxation,
multi-modal interventions, and the use of a maternity support belt. The efficacy and safety of other
related non-pharmacological interventions such as auricular acupressure, cognitive therapy, tai chi,
and aromatherapy remain uncertain, with more empirical research required. Additionally, non-

pharmacological interventions do not effectively treat sleep disturbances in all pregnant women.

Key Words: pregnant women, sleep disturbance, non-pharmacological interventions.

Accepted for publication: November 23, 2016
* Address correspondence to: Hsuan-Man Hung, No. 20, Weixin Rd., Yanpu Township, Pingtung County 90741, Taiwan, ROC.
Tel: +886 (8) 762-4002 ext. 2705; E-mail: janes@tajen.edu.tw

HAEE 64K 1 - FPERBEIOF2A



