Improving the ability of emergency medical staff against influenza pandemic
Chiou, Tsai-Luen' Chan, Shu-Hui* Lee, Hui-Jane®
Objectives:

Influenza is an acute viral respiratory tract infection with rapid epidemiological
progression, wide spread propagation, which may lead to serious complications.
Emergency unit frequently encounters large number of patients, thus is more
vulnerable to high risk contagious infection, in turn increase the chance of cross-
infection among the patients. Constructing Influenza triad and admission mechanism
is crucial in preventing cluster infection.

Methods:

In May 2017, an incidence of clustered infection of Influenza occurred in a
regional hospital at Northern Taiwan. According to CDC watch, Influenza epidemic
has continued to rise lately. An investigation on infection control measures was
carried out at our emergency unit during this period of time; lock of improper patient
direction and gateway restriction were found. Correction measures including proper
patient direction, in-patient unit isolated for Influenza, visitor education, gateway
restriction, hygiene mask and hand-wash were implemented.

Results:

According to the statistical result from Hospital Information System(HIS),
during the period from June 2017 to December 2017, After the implementation of
interprofessional and team resource management, there were no medical professions,
nor inpatients suffered from the complications of Influenza. These infection control
measures at emergency unit have effectively controlled the Influenza outbreak.

Conclusion:

High-quality infection control and outbreak prevention measures are the best
way to prevent clustered infection.

Keyword: Influenza, Cluster infection, Emergency unit.
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