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HHS Secretary Alex Azar Addresses the World Health Assembly
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of the 1918 influenza pandemic, which killed
more than 50 million people. Soon after, in
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Provisional agenda (abridged)'

PLENARY

1. Opening of the Health Assembly?
1.2 Election of the President
1.3 Election of the five Vice-Presidents®
1.4 Adoption of the agenda
Documents A73/1, A73/1 Add.1, A73/1 Add.2 and A73/33
3. Address by Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General
Document A73/3
4. Invited speaker(s)
6. Executive Board: election
9. Closure of the Health Assembly*

Documents A73/34 and A73/35

! In the context of the restrictions imposed in response to the pandemic of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), and
through a written silence procedure, the Executive Board has approved the arrangements for a virtual World Health
Assembly to be held, using video conferencing technology. This de minimis session will only consider an abridged version of
the Provisional agenda.

2 During the opening of the Health Assembly, Member States will be invited also to consider both the adoption of
special procedures and the verification of credentials.

3 The Committees of the Health Assembly will not convene.

4 Under this item, Member States will be invited to consider both the suspension of the Health Assembly until it can
meet in a resumed session later in 2020 and the adoption of a written silence procedure.
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Proposal for supplementary agenda item

The Director-General has the honour to refer to a proposal received from Belize dated
6 May 2020, the Kingdom of Eswatini dated 22 April 2020, Guatemala dated 8 May 2020, the
Republic of Haiti dated 30 April 2020, the Republic of Honduras dated 8 May 2020, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands dated 5 May 2020, the Republic of Nauru dated 7 May 2020, the Republic of Nicaragua
dated 21 April 2020, the Republic of Palau dated 29 April 2020, Paraguay dated 7 April 2020, Saint Kitts
and Nevis dated 7 May 2020, Saint Lucia dated 4 May 2020, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines dated
12 May 2020 and Tuvalu dated 8 May 2020 for a supplementary agenda item, “Inviting Taiwan to
participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer™.!?

In accordance with Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, this proposal
for a supplementary agenda item is submitted to the General Committee for its consideration.

Supplementary documentation accompanying this proposal will be distributed if a corresponding
agenda item is added by the Health Assembly.

' The title of the proposal has been reproduced as received. The designations employed do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any
country, territory or area, or of its authorities. The terminology used is at variance with that used by the World Health
Organization.

2 The relevant notes verbales can be consulted at http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha73.html.
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